THE ULTIMATE LINKEDIN PROFILE GUIDE
For students, internships, placements, networking & personal branding

1. FIRST IMPRESSIONS MATTER
	Your profile should instantly answer:
• Who are you?
• What are you studying?
• What are you interested in?
• Why should someone connect with you?



IDEAL PROFILE STRUCTURE
	Profile Photo
	Clear, bright, professional, simple background

	Banner
	University, industry or personal branding aesthetic

	Headline
	Degree + interests + aspiration

	About Section
	Your story, goals and interests

	Featured Section
	CV, certificates, projects, posts



2. HEADLINE EXAMPLES
Business Management Student | Interested in HR, Organisational Behaviour & AI
University Student Exploring People Management & Workplace Strategy
Aspiring HR Professional | Interested in Recruitment, Leadership & Future of Work
Business & HRM Student at University | Learning About Employment Law & AI

3. BAD VS GOOD HEADLINES
	WEAK
	STRONG

	Student
	HRM Student | Interested in Employee Experience

	Business Student
	Business Student Exploring AI in the Workplace

	Looking for opportunities
	Aspiring HR Professional Seeking Placement Opportunities



4. ABOUT SECTION FORMULA
	Simple Formula
1. Introduce yourself
2. Mention your degree/background
3. Mention career interests
4. Mention experiences/skills
5. End with openness to networking



	EXAMPLE ABOUT SECTION

Hi, I’m [Name], a student currently studying [Degree].

I’m particularly interested in [industry/interests]. Through university projects, workshops and extracurricular involvement, I’ve been developing my understanding of [topic].

I enjoy learning about [industry topic] and connecting with professionals and students who share similar interests.




5. WHAT TO POST
☐ Workshop/event reflections
☐ What you learned in lectures
☐ Career journey updates
☐ Book/article reflections
☐ Industry trends
☐ Placement application journey
☐ AI & workplace insights
☐ Certificates and achievements

6. NETWORKING MESSAGE TEMPLATES
	Connection Request

Hi [Name], I came across your profile and found your experience really interesting.
I’m currently studying [Degree] and exploring opportunities in [Field].
I’d love to connect and learn more from professionals in the industry.




	After Connecting

Hi [Name], thank you for connecting.
I’m currently developing my understanding of [Industry/Topic] and enjoy learning from people already working in the field.




7. COMMON LINKEDIN MISTAKES
• Using blurry profile photos
• Leaving sections incomplete
• Having no headline
• Posting only certificates
• Never interacting with others
• Writing very generic About sections

8. FINAL PROFILE CHECKLIST
☐ Professional photo uploaded
☐ Banner added
☐ Headline updated
☐ About section written
☐ Experience added
☐ Skills added
☐ Connections growing
☐ Posting consistently
☐ Profile reviewed on mobile




